Brixworth  Rural  District  Council 


§lcp0Tt  0f  0f  PiT0lt|j 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER  3lst,  1914. 


Me.  Chaieman  and  Gentlemen, 

1 have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  herewith  my  EIGHTH  ANNUAL  REPORT  dealing 

with  the  Vital  Statistics  and  the  Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Brixworth  Rural  District,  comprised 

of  36  Parishes,  having  an  area  of  63,647  acres,  an  estimated  population  of  11,833,  and  2,987 

families  or  separate  occupiers. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

BIRTHS. — During  the  year  1914,  there  were  245  nett  births  registered  in  or  belonging  to  the 
District,  as  against  226  for  the  year  1913,  an  increase  of  19,  or  a birth-rate  of  20'7  per 
1,000  of  the  population,  as  against  19'9  per  1,000  for  1913. 

DEATHS. — The  total  deaths  registered  in  the  District  (excluding  10  deaths  of  persons  not 
belonging  thereto,  and  including  23  deaths  of  persons  dying  outside  the  District  but 
belonging  to  it)  amounted  to  169,  as  against  147  in  1913,  shewing  an  increase  of  22, 
and  a death-rate  of  14’2  per  1,000,  as  against  12‘4  per  1,000  for  the  year  1913.  In 
comparing  the  death-rate  with  that  of  the  previous  year,  it  should  be  noted  that  no 
less  than  85,  or  50%  of  the  deaths  during  the  year  1914  were  of  persons  over  65  years 
of  age. 

The  Corrected  Death-rate  for  1914  is  11‘8,  as  against  10-33  for  1913.  (These 
rates  are  arrived  at  by  the  use  of  a factor  furnished  by  the  Registrar  General,  based 
on  the  age  and  sex  constitution  of  the  population  at  the  last  Census). 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY. — The  number  of  deaths  under  one  year  was  16,  as  against  20  for 
1913,  or  a rate  per  1,000  births  of  65-3,  as  against  88-4  for  the  year  1913. 

PHTHISIS  MORTALITY. — Twelve  deaths  occurred  from  this  disease,  as  against  6 for  1913, 
or  a death-rate  of  1-01  per  1,000,  as  against  0-50  for  the  year  1913. 

There  were  also  three  deaths  from  other  tuberculous  diseases. 

RESPIRATORY  DISEASES  MORTALITY  (Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia). — Twenty-two 
deaths  were  caused  by  these  diseases,  giving  a death-rate  of  1-85  per  1,000,  as  against  15 
deaths  and  a rate 'of  1-26  for  the  year  1913. 

ZYMOTIC  DISEASES  MORTALITY  (including  deaths  from  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  under 
two  years  of  age). — Six  deaths  occurred,  shewing  a death-rate  of  0-50  per  1,000,  as 
against  17  deaths  and  a rate  of  1-43  for  the  year  1913. 

CANCER  MORTALITY. — There  were  15  deaths  from  this  disease  or  at  the  rate  of  1-26  per 
1,000  of  the  population,  as  against  11  deaths  and  a rate  of  0-92  for  the  year  1913. 
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Table  I. 


BRIXWORTH  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  WHOLE  DISTRICT  DURING  1914  AND  PREVIOUS 

YEARS. 


Births. 

Total  Deaths 
Registered  in 

Transferable 
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registered 
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Rate. 
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18-2 
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11 

50-9 
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13-8 
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11,820 
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143 
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11 

48-8 

136 

11-5 

1911 

11,833 

. O TO 
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254 

2T4 

149 

12-5 

17 

11 

14 

55- 1 

143 

120 

1912 

11,8.33 

246 

246 

20-7 

148 

12-5 

14 

17 

18 

73  1 

151 

12-7 

1913 

11,833 

227 

226 

19-9 

157 

13-2 

21 

11 

20 

88-4 

147 

12-4 

1914 

11,833 

244 

245 

20-7 

156 

131 

10 

23 

16 

65-3 

169 

14-2 

Total  populatioa  of  all  ages  ...  ...  ...  11,833 

Area  of  District  in  Acres  ...  ...  ...  63,647 

Total  families  or  separate  occupiers  ...  ...  ...  2,987 


Table  II. 


CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS 


DISEASE  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1914. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASE. 

At  all 
Ages. 

1 

and  under 
5 years. 

5 

and  under 
15  years. 

15 

and  under 
25  years. 

25 

and  under 
45  years. 

45 

and  under 
65  years. 

65 

and 

upwards. 

Diphtheria 

7 

2 

5 

Erysipelas 

8 

1 

2 

4 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

34 

• 5 

17 

10 

2 

Enteric  Fever 

6 

1 

3 

2 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

14 

1 

5 

7 

1 

Totals 

69 

8 

26 

16 

13 

5 

1 
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Table  III. 


CAUSES  OF  AND  AGES  AT  DEATH  DUHING  THE  YEAR  1914. 


CAUSES  OP  DEATH. 

All 

Ages. 

Under 

1 year. 

1 and 
under 

2 years. 

2 and 
under 

6 years. 

B and 
under 

1 5 years. 

15  and 
under 

25  years. 

25  and 
under 

45  years, 

45  and 
under 

65  years. 

65  and 
upwards. 

Total  Deaths 
whether  of 
“ Residents  ” 
or  “ Non- 
Residents”  in 
Institutions 
in  the 
Di.strict. 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

1 

*1 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

2 

1 

1 

t6 

Influenza 

2 

2 

Erysipelas 

1 

1 

Phthisis 

(Pulmonary  Tuberculosis) 

12 

2 

8 

2 

3 (tl  |2) 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

1 

1 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

2 

2 

Cancer — Malignant  Disease 

16 

7 

8 

Rheumatic  Fever 

2 

1 

1 

Meningitis 

2 

1 

1 

Organic  Heart  Disease 

1.3 

2 

1 

10 

Bronchitis 

13 

1 

2 

10 

n 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

9 

1 

1 

2 

5 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

2 

2 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s  Disease... 

9 

2 

4 

3 

Congenital  Debility  and  Mal- 
formation, including  Pre- 
mature Birth 

8 

8 

Violent  Deaths,  excluding  Suicide 

4 

1 

1 

2 

Suicide 

2 

1 

1 

Other  deflned  Diseases 

61 

3 

1 

1 

4 

11 

41 

J4 

Diseases  ill-defined  or  unknown 

8 

1 

3 

4 

Totals 

169 

16 

2 

3 

4 

4 

19 

36 

85 

19 

* “ Resident”  at  Brixworth  Isolation  Hospital, 

t “Non-Residents”  at  Northampton  County  Borough  Hospitals. 
J “Residents”  at  Workhouse. 
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Table  IV. 


INFANT  MORTALITY,  1914. 


Nett  Deaths  frora  stated  causes  of  various  Ages  under  1 Year  of  Age. 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 

Under 

1 week. 

1—2 

weeks. 

2—3 

weeks. 

3^ 

weeks. 

Total 

under 

4 weeks. 

4 weeks 
and  under 
3 mouths. 

3 moiitlis 
and  under 
6 mouths. 

6 mouths 
and  under 
9 mouths. 

9 months 
and  under 
12  mouths 

Total 

Deaths 

under 

1 year. 

Erysipelas 

I 

I 

Convulsions 

1 

1 

1 

Bronchitis 

1 

I 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

1 

I 

Enteritis 

1 

1 

2 

Premature  Birth 

2 

1 

3 

1 

4 

Atrophy,  Debility  and  Marasmus 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

4 

Other  Causes 

2 

2 

2 

Totals  ... 

6 

2 

1 

9 

2 

4 

I 

16 

( legitimate 

228 

Nett 

Births  in 

the  yeai-  < 

( illegitimate 

17 

( legitimate  infants 

12 

Nett 

Deaths  in 

the  year  of ) 

( illegitimate  infants 

4 

INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES, 

Premise.'^. 

Factories 

Workshops 

Workplaces 


WORKSHOPS 

AND 

WORKPLACES, 

Number  of 
Inspections. 

Written 

Notices. 

Prosecutions. 

I 

Nil. 

Nil. 

2 

Nil. 

Nil. 

1 

Nil. 

Nil. 
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SANITARY  REPORT. 


NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


69  cases  were  notified  during  the  year  (including  14  cases  of  Phthisis)  as  against  83  for 
1913. 


SCARLET  FEVER. 

34  cases  were  notified  during  the  year,  as  against  38  for  1913. 


The  chief  outbreaks  were  at  Moulton,  where  there  were  9 cases,  and  Cottesbrooke,  where 
there  were  7 cases.  The  cases  at  Cottesbrooke  all  occurred  in  the  same  house. 


No  cause  could  be  found  for  the  origin  of  any  of  these  cases. 


DIPHTHERIA  AND  MEMBRANOUS  CROUP. 

7 cases  were  notified,  as  against  12  for  1913. 

The  chief  outbreak  occurred  at  Scaldwell,  4 cases  being  notified  in  that  village.  The 
outbreak  began  at  Culpin’s  Farm,  a case  being  notified  on  April  27th,  about  a week  previous  to 
this  two  other  children  in  the  house  had  had  sore  throats  which  may  have  been  mild 
Diphtheria  which  had  passed  unnoticed. 

Of  the  three  other  cases  which  occurred  in  the  village  one  died.  When  the  case  at  the 
farm  was  notified  the  milk  supply  was  stopped,  but  it  is  quite  possible  these  other  cases  were 
infected  by  the  milk  before  it  was  stopped. 

The  primary  case  of  the  outbreak  was  probably  due  to  the  insanitary  condition  of  the 
farm-house  and  the  bad  state  of  the  drainage. 

No  definite  cause  could  be  found  for  the  Diphtheria  in  the  other  villages. 

The  schools  were  closed  at  Scaldwell  for  one  month. 


TYPHOID  FEVER. 

6 cases  were  notified,  as  against  2 for  1913.  5 of  the  6 cases  occurred  at  Holcot,  1 was 

notified  in  June  and  the  other  4 notified  in  September  and  October,  all  occured  in  the  same 
house.  Unfortunately,  from  the  latter  source  5 cases  were  notified  in  Northampton.  The 
Cowman  (Liggins)  had  apparently  been  going  about  with  an  ambulatory  Typhoid,  milking 
his  cows  and  conveying  the  milk  to  Northampton,  and  it  was  through  the  milk  the  infection 
was  carried. 

The  probable  cause  of  the  outbreak  at  Holcot  was  due  to  defective  sanitary  arrangements 
in  connection  with  house,  and  also  to  a contaminated  water  supply. 

Outside  the  house  was  an  untrapped  drain  which  was  not  connected  with  the  sewer,  and 
always  had  stagnant  water  in  it. 

The  water  in  the  well  outside  the  house  was  badly  contaminated,  but  was  not  used  for 
drinking  or  any  other  purposes. 

The  water  from  the  spring  on  the  Sywell  road  which  was  used  by  the  Liggins’  family, 
and  also  by  people  in  several  other  cottages,  was  found  to  be  contaminated  with  sewage 
material. 

The  drainage  in  connection  with  Mr.  Liggins’  house  has  been  put  in  proper  order. 

As  regards  the  spring,  a new  well  and  pump  is  ordered,  and  the  people  were  instructed 
to  boil  the  water  until  the  new  well  is  ready. 

One  death  occurred  in  the  Isolation  Hospital. 
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PHTHISIS. 

14  cases  were  notified,  as  against  26  for  1913.  i 

People  who  are  insured  are  either  sent  to  a Sanatorium  or  have  shelters  provided  for  them 
in  their  back  gardens  where  they  can  sleep  and  so  carry-out  the  open-air  treatment.  For  the 
uninsured  amongst  the  poor  very  little  can  be  done. 

MEASLES,  WHOOPING  COUGH  AND  CHICKEN  POX. 

For  slight  epidemics  of  Measles,  Whooping  Cough  and  Chicken  Pox  during  the  year,  the 
Schools  were  closed  in  the  following  villages  : — Pitsford,  14  days  for  Measles  ; Hollowell  and 
Maidwell,  14  days  for  Whooping  Cough  ; Holcot,  14  days  for  Chicken  Pox. 

VACCINATION. 

Vaccination  is  still  decreasing,  most  of  the  parents  getting  exemptions  for  their  children, 
who  will  be  in  great  danger  should  Small  Pox  break  out. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

There  is  a good  supply  of  water,  which  is  laid  into  stand  pipes  and  in  the  streets  and  into 
the  houses  in  the  following  villages  : Chapel  and  Church  Brampton,  Great  and  Little  Brington, 
Harleston,  East  Haddon,  Boughton,  Cottesbi’ooke  and  part  of  Creaton.  Hollowell  is  well 
supplied  through  iron  pipes,  as  also  Hazelbeach  and  part  of  Holdenby.  The  other  part  of  the 
district  is  supplied  by  wells  or  springs.  1 complaint  has  been  received  ; 2 samples  analysed, 
1 found  bad. 

HOUSING  ACCOMMODATION. 

25  plans  of  houses  received. 

17  new  houses  built. 

2 plans  of  alterations  received. 

3 cases  of  overcrowding  reported  and  1 abated. 

300  dwelling-houses  inspected  under  Housing  Act,  1909. 

4 dwelling-houses  where  the  Council  have  issued  closing  orders. 

14  villages  have  been  inspected  from  house  to  house. 

BAKEHOUSES. 

Bakehouses  have  been  inspected  and  found  in  good  order. 

COWSHEDS. 

There  have  been  3 complaints  of  bad  floors  and  drainage,  which  have  all  been  re-laid. 

FACTORIES,  LAUNDRIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

Have  been  visited  and  found  all  right. 

SCHOOLS. 

School  premises  are  visited  and  a rejiort  made  to  the  Council  every  4 weeks. 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

24  parishes  have  sewers,  including  Cottesbrooke,  which  has  been  sewered  at  a cost  of  £250, 
all  these  sewers  are  in  fair  order.  In  these  parishes  the  dwelling-houses  have  hand-flushed 
water  closets. 
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In  East  Haddon  and  the  greater  part  of  Maidwell  the  dwelling-houses  have  pail  closets. 
The  other  parishes  have  generally  pit  closets. 

There  are  26  filtration  areas  and  3 septic  tanks  in  the  filters.  2 with  septic  tanks  only. 

FLUSHING  OF  SEWERS. 

This  is  done  by  the  Council  throughout  the  district  every  14  days. 

SCAVENGING. 

This  is  done  once  a quarter  at  the  following  villages  : Chapel  and  Church  Brampton, 
Boughton,  Great  and  Little  Brington,  Nobottle,  Brixworth,  Creaton,  Cold  Ashby,  Guilsborough, 
East  Haddon,  Hazelbeach,  Harleston,  Holcot,  Moulton,  Naseby,  Old,  Pitsford,  Ravensthorpe, 
Spratton,  Walgrave  and  Lamport. 

METHODS  OF  DEALING  WITH  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

By  notification,  for  such  as  are  notifiable,  and  isolation  either  at  their  own  home  or  the 
Isolation  Hospital.  Disinfection  is  done  by  formaliu  gas  and  sulphur  fumes.  In  cases  of 
Scarlet  Fever  orders  are  issued  for  the  rooms  to  be  afterwards  cleaned  down,  whitewashed  and 
re-papered. 


ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 

During  the  year  17  cases  of  infectious  disease  have  been  under  treatment  at  the  Hospital, 
including  12  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  3 of  Enteric  Fever  and  2 of  Diphtheria. 

From  my  report  you  will  see  that  the  condition  of  the  district  as  regards  infectious 
diseases  has  been  rather  better  than  in  1913,  but  the  death-rate  has  been  higher,  and  there 
has  been  an  increase  of  death  from  Cancer  and  Phthisis. 

I have  to  thank  the  Sanitary  Inspector  for  his  hearty  co-operation,  and  you,  Mr.  Chairman 
and  Gentlemen,  for  your  courtesy  and  support. 


I am, 

Tours  obediently. 


R.  WINTERBOTHAM. 


